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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 


August 4, 1971 


1. I have had further information from Luke on his meeting with 
Michael and Yul. He reports that Michael and Yul were forth- 
coming in spirit, went some distance toward our positions on all 
non- political points, and expressed a strong wish to preserve 
this channel. 

2. On the question of withdrawal, Luke said withdrawal in 1971* 
which they were demanding, was out of the question, but that we 
would agree that this would be the first item of business once we 
have come to an agreement on the overall framework for a settle- 
ment. If there were an agreement on all other points, we could 
probably accept a nine months period for withdrawal except for 
logistic and technical advisers. 

3. With regard to prisoners of war, Luke proposed that both sides 
present a complete list of military men and innocent civilians held 
throughout Indo-China on the day an agreement is reached. Release 
of these would be completed on the day the withdrawals are com- 
pleted. 

4. Luke rejected the other side's demand that the USG must bear 
full responsibility for damages caused by the U. S. to the whole of “ 
Viet- Nam and must pay reparations for such damage. On the other 
hand, he pointed out that we have previously offered to provide a 
generous economic aid program to all of Indo-China when a settle- 
ment was reached, and thi6 could be very substantial and extend 

•over a period of years. 

5. Luke said we agreed that the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Indo- 
China and those of 1962 on Laos should be respected. 


6. He also said that we also agree that the future of Indo-China 
should be settled by the Indochinese parties on the basis of mutual 
respect for independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
non-interference in each other's affairs. 


7. Luke proposed that there should be a general cease-fire through- 
out Indo-China, to begin when an agreement is signed. As part of 
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the cease-fire, there should be no further infiltration of outside 
forces into any of the countries of Indo-China, 

v 

8. The other side proposed, and Luke agreed, that there should 
be international supervision of the cease-fire and an international 
guarantee of the national rights of the Indochinese people and lasting 
peace in this region. 

9. Luke again gave a flat refusal of the other side ! s demand to 
replace the present regime in South Viet-Nam. He made it clear 
that another meeting would be a waste of time if the other side held 
to this position. He pointedly asked Michael whether it was worth 
continuing the channel on this basis, and Michael replied that it was. 
They asked for a four week break, presumably to consult their 
politburo. Undoubtedly this accounts for Michael 1 s return to Hanoi. 
A tentative date of August 16 was set for the next meeting. 

10. Luke commented that the tone of the July meeting with Michael 
and Yul was very positive, the other side tried hard to be serious 
and constructive. 



11. To sum up: 

In effect we seem to be close on 

- Agreement on prisoners, international supervision, 
and international guarantees. 

- Agreement on respecting Geneva Agreements and 
that problem of Indochinese countries should be settled 
by Indochinese themselves. 

- Agreement in principle on cease-fire, but they say it 
must come after political settlement is agreed. 

- Negotiability of date for withdrawal of our forces. 1971 
is out - they prepared to negotiate date. 


- Clear indication they will drop demand for reprations in 

exchange for voluntary U. S’. aid program'. 
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- Political issue - unresolved. Luke emphasized we 
would not accept their demand to replace Thieu. 



